This unique book tells the fascinating story of four thousand years of rubber as seen through the lives of the adventurers and scientists who promoted it, lusted after it and eventually tamed it into the ubiquitous, yet crucial material of our lives today. HARDBACK £32.50/$50.00 
| 356 pages | numerous halftones and line drawings

Time Restored
The Harrison timekeepers and R.T. Gould, the man who knew (almost) everything
Jonathan Betts, National Maritime Museum, Greenwich 'Betts has produced a finely crafted biography full of lovingly observed insight into Gould's character, including his many personal failings. But the book is much more than a biography.'
Lisa Jardine, Nature 
Higher Speculations
Grand Theories and Failed Revolutions in Physics and Cosmology
Helge Kragh, University of Aarhus, Denmark
A comprehensive account of highly ambitious attempts to understand nature in its totality, this book covers little known 'theories of everything' from the past as well as modern developments such as the theory of superstrings, the anthropic principle and ideas of many universes. These theories are presented in their historical contexts and used to problematize the limits of scientific knowledge. Do claims of theories of everything belong to science at all? Which are the epistemic standards on which an alleged scientific theory of the universe-or the multiverse-is to be judged? Such questions are currently being discussed by physicists and cosmologists, but rarely within a historical perspective. 'The many worlds theory is still garish after all these years. Nevertheless, it is fascinating to read the story of its creator, himself too obsessed with models to intersect effectively with the real world.'
Robert P. Crease, Nature 'Byrne does an excellent job of explaining the theory, why it is necessary and the difficulties it solves (and doesn't). Byrne does not patronise his readers with superficial pen portraits of his characters. We get to know the characters by what they say and what they do. And they say and do some truly remarkable things. This is a strangely beautiful story, expertly told with the dignity, candour and attention to detail it deserves.'
New Scientist
Peter Byrne tells the story of Hugh Everett III who invented a theory of multiple universes that has had a profound impact on physics and philosophy. Everett strove to bring a 'rational' order to the interlacing worlds of nuclear war and physics, even as his personal world disintegrated because of his indulgent lifestyle. Using Everett's unpublished papers and dozens of interviews, the book paints a detailed portrait of a man who influenced foundational thinking in quantum mechanics by inventing a way of viewing the universe from inside (known as the universal wave function).The papers on which this book is based create a fascinating record of his life, including correspondence with the leading scientific minds of the day, that illuminates the often bitter struggle over the interpretation of the mystery of measurement at the heart of quantum mechanics. 
A history of hydrodynamics from the Bernoullis to Prandtl
Olivier Darrigol, University of Paris VII, France
This book provides the first fully-fledged history of hydrodynamics, including lively accounts of the concrete problems of hydraulics, navigation, blood circulation, meteorology, and aeronautics that motivated the main conceptual innovations. Richly illustrated it will become a standard reference for any interested in fluid mechanics. 
